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HOUSE BI LL 1544

State of WAshi ngt on 55th Legislature 1997 Regul ar Sessi on

By Representatives Radcliff, Cooke, Skinner, O Brien, Scott, Cooper
Conway, Costa, Lantz, Cole, Wlfe, Mason and Wod

Read first tinme 01/30/97. Referred to Commttee on Appropriations.

AN ACT Rel ating to honel essness prevention activities; adding new
sections to chapter 43.63A RCW and naki ng appropriations.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEWSECTION. Sec. 1. A newsection is added to chapter 43. 63A RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The departnment of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent
shal | establish and adm ni ster a honel essness prevention program

(2) The goals of the programare to:

(a) Provide tenporary energency nortgage | oans or rental assistance
| oans on behal f of very | owincone househol ds on a state-w de basis who
are unabl e to nake nortgage, property tax, or rental paynents on their
residences and are at risk of |osing their hones;

(b) Prevent the dislocation of individuals and famlies fromtheir
per manent residences and their communities; and

(c) Assist very |lowinconme households to attain housing through
| oans for downpaynent assistance, paynent of rental security deposits,
or rent.

(3) Organi zations eligibleto receive honel essness prevention funds
for distribution under the program are those organizations that are
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eligible to receive assistance through the Washi ngton housing trust
fund created under chapter 43.185 RCW

(4) The local organizations shall use the funds to nmake grants or
| oans followng the guidelines specified in RCW 43.63A. 610 through
43. 63A. 640. The | ocal organi zation shall establish a revolving grant
and | oan fund wth funds received as | oan repaynents and shall conti nue
to make grants or | oans or both grants and | oans fromfunds received as
| oan repaynents to eligible very | owinconme househol ds.

(5 Admnistrative costs of the departnent may not exceed one
percent of avail able funds.

(6) As used in this section:

(a) "Very lowincome household"” neans a famly or person whose
income is at or below fifty percent of the nmedian famly incone,
adj usted for household size, for the county.

(b) "Rental assistance" neans a paynent nade to the |andlord, on
behal f of the very | owinconme househol d, for a period not to exceed siXx
mont hs of rent.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 2. A newsectionis added to chapter 43. 63A RCW
to read as foll ows:

(1) The rental housing voucher program is created in the
departnent. The departnent shall

(a) Devel op a process to eval uate applications for grant assi stance
under this section;

(b) Distribute funds to eligible organizations as grants. The
eligible local organizations shall use the funds for the purpose of
adm ni stering a programdesigned to provide rental assistance paynents
to very | owinconme househol ds;

(c) Provide technical assistance to local organizations in the
devel opnent of a local rental assistance progran and

(d) Take other actions the departnent deens necessary for the
proper inplenentation of this section.

(2) Rental assistance may be provided, by the eligible |ocal
organi zati on, under the follow ng guidelines:

(a) As either a grant or | oan and nust not exceed an anount equal
to twenty-four nonths of rental paynents;

(b) To eligible very I owinconme househol ds; and

(c) Only made directly to the | andl ord.
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(3) Admnistrative costs of the departnent may not exceed one
percent of avail abl e funds.

(4) As used in this section:

(a) "Departnent"” nmeans the departnment of conmmunity, trade, and
econom ¢ devel opnent .

(b) "Eligible organizations" nmeans an organization eligible to
recei ve assi stance t hrough t he Washi ngt on housing trust fund created in
chapter 43.185 RCW

(c) "Rental assistance" neans a paynent nade to the |andlord, on
behal f of the very |owincone househol d.

(d) "Very lowinconme household" neans a famly or person whose
income is at or below fifty percent of the nedian famly incone,
adj usted for household size, for the county.

NEWSECTION. Sec. 3. The sumof two mllion five hundred t housand
dollars, or as much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1998, from the general fund to the
departnent of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent for the
pur poses of section 1 of this act.

NEWSECTI ON. Sec. 4. The sumof two mllion five hundred t housand
dollars, or as much thereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for
the fiscal year ending June 30, 1999, from the general fund to the
departnent of community, trade, and econom c devel opnent for the
pur poses of section 1 of this act.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. The sumof five mllion dollars, or as nuch
t hereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1998, from the general fund to the departnment of conmmunity,
trade, and econom c devel opnment for the purposes of section 2 of this
act .

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. The sumof five mllion dollars, or as much
t hereof as may be necessary, is appropriated for the fiscal year ending
June 30, 1999, fromthe general fund to the departnment of conmmunity,
trade, and econom c devel opnent for the purposes of section 2 of this
act .
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